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INTRODUCTION 
 
During the enforced isolation of the pandemic, doodling becomes my new diversion. Combing it with ongoing 
family history research provides a new way of sharing those details along with the associated stories.  
 
Ivan Brunetti’s cartooning book (2011) guides my independent learning and practice. A 4-page full colour comic is 
the final assignment. The 5 pages of panels here are from my inability to tell the story in less. Once the pursuit of a 
religious vocation became the focus, the challenge becomes condensing my first 21 years. The intent of these 
pages is an honest, unvarnished look back into those formative years – strengths and weaknesses – mine and the 
religious community’s. Any misrepresentations or errors are on me. 

 

  



 3 

 
 

Beginnings - Family, Church,  
High School         1947 - 1964 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each morning, I raise the flag. The USA 
education exposes different perspectives, 
racism, militarism, Cold War politics, global 
myopia and good intentions. 

Weekdays I serve at St. 
Michael’s. Sundays at St. 
Anthony’s Polish Mission parish of 
the Conventual Franciscans. 

I live with 20 
other aspiring 
friars. Canada is

aa is 

across the lake. 

In Canada our family goes to 
Mass every Sunday. 

Faith and prayer carry mom through  

an orphaned 
youth, years in 
war time slave 
labour, an  

abortion, 
typhus, tape 
worm, and 
forced 
cohabitation. 
They are her 
greatest gifts. 

Some students resent the ‘Feminarians’. 
In Senior Year, the school finally hosts 
a co-ed dance! 

Later that 
summer, two 
teens heading for 
novitiate receive 
our habits and 
religious names – 
Friar Conrad and 
Friar Simon – 
after the two 
Franciscans at 
the newly merged 
Montreal parish 
of St. Michael 
and St. Anthony. 

That same year our team, the 
Impalas, win the intra-mural 
softball championship. (* note 1) 

Our choir sings for 
the Fr. Justin Rosary 
Hour broadcast 
weekly from chapel. 
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St. Joseph Cupertino Novitiate 
and Simple Vows  1964 – 1965  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Daily study of 
Franciscan history and 
spirituality. 

Daily Mass, prayer and meditation Many evenings I discuss these with 
the Novice Master. 

Novitiate year ends 
with a three-year 
commitment to the 
simple vows:   
- Poverty, 
- Chastity, 
- Obedience. 
 

humble, Polish Friar remains my lifetime 
spiritual guide.  
 
“How will you clear all that forest, 
Brother?” 
 
“Po malu.” (A little at a time). 

Bracie Franciszek (Brother Francis), an elderly, 

We process orders for a sermon 
book by one of our missionaries. I 
learn five finger typing – a life-
long blessing! 

Work brings us close to nature – core to Franciscan spirituality 

Building a shrine with 
stone. Clearing with a 

chain saw. Farming with truck 
and tractor. 

Some things I find difficult. 

Disciplina, self- 
flagellation Two resident friars without 

assignments 

A friar who shoots 
birds for practice! 

Some nights I scan the 
sky and a distant farm 
house. 

Volleyball We enjoy swimming. 
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St. Hyacinth College & 
Seminary, Granby 
Massachusetts 1965 - 1968 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I love my room. 
Small groups 
gather to study, 
talk and enjoy the 
summer sausage 
hanging for all to 
share. 1966 is the 
Millennium of 
Polish Christianity. 
I re-label a 
Poinsetta as the 
‘official Millennium 
plant’. 
 

Starting 1st year I reconnect 
with several graduates from 
St. Francis High School who 
were 2, 3, and 4 years ahead 
of me. With the seminarians 
from the Immaculate 
Conception province we are 
about 100 friars. 
 

It is an exciting time in the Church. Vatican II closes Dec. 1965. 
All are surprised by a paper from our informal study group. Most 
seminarians welcome our ideas for reform. Some faculty see it 
as unwise, rebellious or disobedient. 
 

Mornings and evenings we 
chant Matins, Lauds and 
Vespers from the Divine 
Office. 
 

One professor is a 
notoriously biased 
marker. When my final 
is graded C+, I ask the 
president to review it 
together with a 
colleague’s A paper.  
 
It is the professor’s 
last semester teaching. 
 

St. Hyacinth provides 
4 yrs. of undergrad 
liberal arts with a 
Philosophy major. 
Subjects include 
English and American 
Literature, Latin, 
Greek, French, 
Science, Math and, my 
favourite, Sociology. 
Classes small; 
assignments plenty; 
discussions intense. 
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A few years later these skills and seminary facilities help create our wedding 
invitation. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Some mornings friar Jordan and 
I canoe Forge Pond after Mass. 

As one of two in-house 
medics, the other is a real 
pharmacist, we fix most 
ailments with aspirin, 
Maalox and codeine. 
 

An outdoor shed doesn’t 
prevent the fumes from 
canning the veggies 
harvested from our small 
farm operation from 
causing nausea as I almost 
pass out.  
 

Working on vocational 
literature and college 
publications gives me a 
foundation in end-to-end 
publication.  

Friar Edgar teaches me 
photography and darkroom 
processing. 
 

We run our own 
print shop. 

Drama entertains friars and community. We play hockey on our home-built rink 
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Friars participate in ecumenical activities 
with the Granby Congregational Church. Run 
Cursillo sessions for high school boys. We 
lead student retreats at O’Hara and St. 
Francis High Schools in Western New York. 

 

 

 

 

 

Doing publicity for our folk group, The 
Singing Friars, takes me to parishes, high 
schools, and universities around New 
England. The highlight is opening for Peter, 
Paul and Mary, at a U Mass arena concert. 
Backstage afterwards Mary Travers gives 
me a kiss on the cheek. 

 

 

 
 

 

   
 

 
LOST YOUTH FOUND 
DROWNED 
 
Friars participate in the search and the 
image of his body stays forever. 
A common activity done by friars for years 
becomes deadly. 
 

GRANBY FRIAR RUDOLF 
ZABORSKI KILLED BY CAR 
WHILE WALKING ON ROAD. 

 

Friar George provides an in-depth 
intro to classical music and 
symphony concerts. 
 

Friars tutor CCD 
and math to 
students. Our CCD instruction at Mater 

Dolorosa is cut short after 
introducing the idea that Genesis is 
not history. Geometry at Holyoke 
Catholic High School lasts the 
school year. 

Friars visit 
lifetime 
residents at 
the 
Belchertown 
State School 
for the 
Feeble 
Minded 
(original 
name). 
 

After one community event a goodbye 
cheek kiss becomes a lip smack. We are 
both surprised. Shame, guilt and 
embarrassment stay with me. 

 

At Mass a 
friar backs 
into a candle. 
Seeing his 
surplice on 
fire, I run up 
and rip it off. 
Later several 
tell me that 
their first 
thought is 
that I’d ‘lost 
it’. 

At Riverview, Springfield’s largest 
public housing project, I am involved 
with a project bussing kids to the 
Boys and Girls club. Fr. Albert, a 
Capuchin, has an apartment there. He  
is my ideal Franciscan priest. 
 
 
 
 
 
Two tragedies upset our community 
and make the news. 
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*Note1 Impala Champs (see page 2) 
1964 SFHS Intramural Softball champs. L to R front row: Mitch Biskup, Arnold Wolanczyk, Jack Orlandi, unknown. Second row L to R: Marion Helowicz, Fr. Felix Pasko, Dennis 
Wisniewski, Bill Mackiewicz, Anthony Mielniczuk, Clem Collins. Third row L to R: Ted Pasek, Joe Kalafut, Chet Salacinski, Peter Karwacki, unknown, John Edmiston. 
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AFTER THOUGHTS 
 
Creating images and stories uncovers memory, emotion, and events of lasting personal importance. The stories 
take shape in words, images, symbols and ideas. Creating the story stimulates reflection. After doing these 
doodles, these are mine: 
o Activities outside the Seminary, including various expressions of Christian community, were almost always 

more interesting to me than community life inside. 
o I was too young to make a fully considered choice, yet, I can only say thank you for the education, 

opportunities and blessings received during this early part of my life journey. 
o Bonds with our teachers and spiritual leaders where strained by the emerging changes in the Church.  
o Social shifts, the Cold War, racism, Vietnam, and the Youth Rebellion moved much quicker than the moral 

teachings and relevant responses of the Church.  
o A few years after my departure, these social changes along with the emerging scandals in the Church 

contributed to a complete re-vamping of the entry process for religious. That some former colleagues became 
involved in these scandals is sad for me. 

o Bonds formed during those times continue. Through virtual and face to face events many former friars and 
current friars continue lifelong friendships.  

 

 

With the 3 yrs. of simple vows expiring, 
I ask for an extension because I don’t 
want to commit to final vows until 
certain that I will stay. The panel 
‘blackballs’ me and asks me to leave the 
Franciscans of St. Anthony Province. 
 
After turning down offers to join a 
different province or the Capuchins, I 
say goodbye to friar life and stay at Fr. 
Albert’s Riverview apartment. Mary Lou 
brings me in her Packard. 
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STORIES NOT YET TOLD 
 
The following stories are not told, yet. Not wanting to lose their recall, I remember them here to give family and 
friends the opportunity for exploration. 
 
St. Francis High School 
o First year hazing ritual carried out by upper classmen. 
o Being ‘campused’ for two weeks; the painful memory remains while the infraction is forgotten. 
o Contact with girls at sporting events always welcomed, even by minor seminarians. 
o The swimsuit edition of my Sport Illustrated subscription redacted, too precisely, with black marker. 
o Bus and train rides with Mitch Biskup to Montreal and back to Buffalo during holidays. 
o Being rescued from a pervert at the Buffalo bus terminal by classmate Dick Schultheis. 
o Sneaking into a Burlesque show while visiting Buffalo. 
o Working in the school kitchen with former Navy cook, Bill Gibson. 
o Nighttime care given me by Fr. Felix during a bad illness. 
o Senior smoking room in the Boiler area. 
o Two students forced to breakfast on tobacco and milk for violating smoking rules. 
o Taking care of the Biology Lab on Saturdays. 
o Walks to ‘Little Niagara’, Athol Springs Post Office, and Mt. Vernon. 
o Lake Erie beachfront walks to ‘the Castle’ (no longer possible due to erosion) and into wintertime ice caves. 
o Two resident students dismissed for shower room activities. 
o The first lay teacher hired at SFHS. 
o Plane breaking the sound barrier over the campus during Cuban Missile crises. 
o Cold war training and the bomb shelter in the tunnel. 

 
St. Joseph Cupertino 
o Visiting the Empire State Building on the way to Novitiate. 
o Maryland becoming paralyzed with a minor snowfall. 
o Visiting the NYC World’s Fair when Pope Paul VI visits. 
o Criticism for putting too much tinsel on the Christmas tree. 
o Close calls with injury when a chainsaw kicks back and again when diving into shallow end of the pool. 
o Browns beat Colts for championship; Willie Mays hits leadoff homer during All Star Game. 
o Seeing farm trailer pin break and narrowly miss friar on tractor. 
o Picking wild blueberries and leaving a brief note ‘for breakfast’. Superior accuses us of being inconsiderate in 

‘ordering the sisters around’. 
o Not finding out about slave owning activities of Catholic Charles Carrol, signer of US Constitution, and donor of 

Novitiate property. 
o Playing volleyball outside in late December and months of poison ivy rash. 
o Learning to craft rosaries by hand with wire and beads. 
o Seeing hog and chicken butchery. 

 
St. Hyacinth 
o Taking care of a dying elderly priest and missing his medication dose because of my failure to wake up. 
o Racing rental cars down Rt. 202 early in the morning past the Granby High School crossing guard. 
o Injury by opponent’s golf spikes during soccer game sends me to emergency room in Holyoke. 
o Attending academic and cultural events at Mount Holyoke, U Mass, and Smith College. 
o Meeting Alexander Kerensky at U Mass. 
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o Celebrating the 200th anniversary of the founding of the Town of Granby (1768-1968) and hearing a story of 
‘Redcoats coming over the hill’ from an elderly woman who had been told it by her great grandmother. 

o Friars running a wire up the outside the building to support an illicit radio. 
o Visiting Expo 67 in Montreal with several friars and attending Marriage of Figaro at Place des Arts 
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Brunetti, Ivan (2011), Cartooning: Philosophy and Practice. Yale University Press, New Haven. 
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FURTHER 
St. Francis High School Crusader Yearbook (1964). https://sfhs1964.wordpress.com – for a look at prep school life. 
What else happened in 1968 after leaving? - https://mielniczuk.wordpress.com/1969/01/10/1968-summary/ 
Photo albums of St. Hyacinth’s 1965-1968 - https://mielniczuk.wordpress.com/albums/ 
More doodles from me - https://www.instagram.com/mtltonytoons/ 
 
  



 11 

Who	
 
I’m the 74 year old husband of Susan Louise (Raphael) Mielniczuk. We celebrated – that is, meant to celebrate – 
our 50th wedding anniversary in 2020. Covid interfered. Our son Simon and daughter Lisa have brought seven very 
grand children into our lives. They made us Dziadziu and Nana. 
 
Covid also gave me time to explore, learn and lounge too much. The computer became more of a meeting place 
than a working space. I went back to long handwriting, note taking and drawing. Confinement and social 
restrictions raised both heat and light in the house. This effort was one result. 
 
Contact	
Phone: 514-295-1146 
Email: mielniczuk@outlook.com 

Web: https://en.gravatar.com/mielniczuk 
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Dla	Wnuczki	(for	the	grandkids)	
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  

       


